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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of Invention 

This invention relates to ear ornaments, 
specifically to an ornamental ear wrap with an 
earphone component that is part of a stereo or cellular 
phone headset. 

2. Description of Prior Art 

Traditionally, ornamental ear wraps are worn as 
fashion accessories such as jewelry. When ear wraps 
are worn as jewelry, their purpose is to decorate the 
face and ear. In a different context, functional ear 
wraps are worn with technology devices such as 
stereo or cellular phone headsets. An earphone with 
an in-line microphone makes up a simple headset. 
Worn with headsets, the purpose of an ear wrap is to 
provide a structure to position an earphone speaker 
on the ear. Presently, ear wraps are either ornamental 
or functional, but not both. 

U.S. Pat. No. 4,282,721 to Roach (1981) 
describes an ear ornament that is an alternative to an 
earring. The ear ornament wraps round the ear but 
does not take advantage of its placement on the ear to 
provide a structure for a listening device. 

U.S. Pat. No. 5,625,171 to Marshall (1997) 
describes an interchangeable earpiece for a set of 
stereo headphones that supports an earphone and its 
conductor. The earpiece is a rounded piece of rubber 
that wraps behind the ear. While it is customizable 
with different colors, the overall appearance of the 
earpiece remains unembeilished. 

U.S. Pat No. 4,803,853 to Hoerkens (1989) 
describes an ornamental ear insert that resides in the 
folds of the external ear and covers a hearing aid. It 
consists of a metal mesh screen with pleats that are 
similar to the flutes of messel shells. The pleats are 
compressed and then inserted where they spread out 
inside the folds of the external ear. 

While it incorporates a functional listening 
device, the ornamental ear insert is limited in use 
given that the pleats of its mesh screen must engage 
the folds of the external ear. It could not possibly 



cover an earphone which has an entirely different 
shape and form than a hearing aid. It could not 
provide the structural support needed for any sizable 
listening device that rests outside of the ear canal 
such as an earphone. 

It is unsuitable for wearers who prefer to 
complement rather than conceal their hearing aids or 
listening devices. To them, earphones and hearing 
aids are socially acceptable and need not be hidden, 
but rather decorated and adorned. 

Moreover, the ornamental ear insert is made of 
metal or metalized plastic. These materials are 
necessary to allow a resilient expansion of the pleats 
of the mesh screen. However, rigid materials tightly 
fitted in the folds of the external ear may be 
uncomfortable to the sensitive ear. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is well known that people adorn themselves 
with jewelry and fashion accessories to decorate their 
face and ears. Technology devices worn on the ear 
need to reflect the style and aesthetic needs of the 
wearer. Accordingly, several objects, features, and 
advantages of the present invention are: 

(a) To provide an ear wrap that is highly 
adorned, comfortable to wear and has the 
functional requirements for capturing and 
supporting an earphone. 

(b) To provide an attractive ear wrap with 
earphone that cellular phone users are more 
likely to wear so as to increase safety when 
talking on the phone and driving a car. 

(c) To provide a customizable ear wrap that can 
be worn alone as a fun fashion accessory. 
Other objects, features, and advantages of 

the present invention will become apparent from 
a further reading of the following summary, 
description, drawings, and claims. 

The invention comprises an ear wrap that 
incorporates at least one ornamental object such 
as a flower or other figure and a means for 
connecting the ornamental ear wrap to an 
earphone such as a loop. As used herein the term 
ornamental object is intended to mean an 
ornamental shape that will decorate a person's 
ear and face. Thus, the invention will be more 
than a functional ear wrap with earphone. It will 
also have a distinct fashion or jewelry element 
intended for adorning the ear or face. 

An ear wrap can be made of a rigid material 
such as metal or plastic or of a flexible material 
such as rubber, foam, stuffed leather or fabric, or 
the like. The ornamental object can be a 
plurality of figures or shapes generally made of 
materials such as plastic, rubber, metal, leather, 



wood, squeezable foam, and the like. The 
connection of the ear wrap to the earphone can 
take the form of a closed or partially formed loop 
or border, or of appendages that clasp the 
earphone. The connection should fit the 
dimensions of a conventional earphone used in 
stereo or cellular phone headsets. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is an elevational view of an ear wrap 
that incorporates an earphone and an ornamental 
body. 

FIG. 2 is an exploded view of FIG. 1. 

FIG. 3 is a front view in cross-section of the 
ear wrap in FIG. 1. 

FIG. 4 is a side view of an embodiment of 
the invention. 

FIG. 5 is a side view of an alternate 
embodiment. 

FIG. 6 is a side view of the invention on the 
ear and face. 

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of a cellular 
phone headset. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

A typical embodiment of the present 
invention is illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2. An ear 
wrap is shown that comprises a curved member 
1 which may be made of a rigid material such as 
metal or plastic or of a flexible material such as 
rubber, foam, stuffed leather or fabric. As shown 
in FIG. 4, it may have decorative patterns 
molded into it such as swirls, stripes, polka dots, 
or the like. The curved body may have applied 
decorative components such as rhinestones or 
embroidery. The curved rod member may be 
hollow or have decorative grooves or curves. 
The curved member may follow the shape of the 
ear as well as zig-zag or spiral. 

As shown in FIG. 6, the curved body is 
shaped proportionally so as to reside comfortably 
behind the ear. The above ear ornament provides 
a stable structure which resides on the ear 
without discomfort. It is held securely until 
removed easily by rotating forward and pulling 
out the ear wrap. 

The curved body defines the central area of 
the ear wrap. The curved body curves forward 
from the central area and is attached to a loop 
that rests in front of the ear canal. The loop 5 
has a C-shaped cross section FIG. 3 and is 
shaped to fit the lip of an earphone 6 found in a 
cellular phone headset FIG. 9 which comprises 



an earphone 7, conductor 8, in-line microphone 
9, and plug 10. Depending on the elasticity of 
the ear wrap material, the earphone can be 
snapped into the loop or the loop can be 
stretched over the earphone. 

An elongated curved rod member attached 
to the middle section of the curved central area 
defines the post 2 that connects to the receptacle 
3 which resides on the ornamental body. As 
shown in FIG. 5, the receptacle is found attached 
to many different ornamental bodies for 
interchangeability. 

The ornamental body 4 is shaped as a figure 
like a flower, butterfly, bubble, antlers, and the 
like. The ornamental object can be a plurality of 
figures or shapes generally made of material 
such as plastic, rubber, metal, leather, wood, 
squeezable foam, and the like. 

The ear wrap with an ornamental body can 
be worn without the earphone to decorate the 
face and ear. When the earphone is absent, the 
loop 5 near the front of the ear canal does not 
impede sound. 
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OPERATION 

The earphone lip 6 is snapped into the loop 
5 on the ear wrap 1, The post 2 on the ear wrap 
is inserted into the receptacle 3 on the backside 
of the ornamental body 4. The earphone is part 
of a cellular phone headset which consists of an 
earphone 7, in-line microphone 9, and plug 10 
connected by a conductor 8. The plug is inserted 
into the cellular phone. 

Once assembled, the ornamental ear wrap 
with earphone can be worn on the ear and used 
for hands-free cellular phone use and stereo 
headphone use. 




FIG. 3 




FIG. 7 



